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VISION STATEMENT  

Pompallier Catholic College is a Catholic community with a Marist charism that challenges all students to excel in their endeavours.  We promote 
Christian values, excellence in learning and quality relationships to enable students to be outstanding citizens.  Our College shall be a place where 

all “...encounter the living God who in Jesus Christ reveals his transforming love and truth”. 

Recent events in New Zealand, and overseas, clearly 
evidence the need for checks and balances in any system 
where significant authority is invested in the hands of a few. 
For our society to function effectively we must be able to trust 
those whom we have elected to lead us.  We also need to 
trust them to provide us with law that is explicit and in the 
best interests of those they are called to serve. 

The End of Life Choice Bill currently before Parliament fails 
to do that at many levels.  Irrespective of one’s view on 
assisted dying, this is simply bad legislation and should be 
discarded by Parliament.  

The legislation expresses the intent/motivation of the Bill as 
follows, “The Bill gives people with a terminal illness or a 
grievous and irremediable medical condition the option of 
requesting assisted dying.  The motivation for this Bill is 
compassion.  It allows people who so choose, and are 
eligible under this Bill, to end their lives in peace and dignity, 
surrounded by loved ones”.  

Having compassion for the dying and helping people to 
encounter death in peace, minimal pain and dignity, 
surrounded by loved ones, is something that I fully support. 
But I don’t support enabling people a legal right to end their 
life.  Consequently, I object to the Bill in principle and I object 
to it in terms of its failure to be good legislation in accordance 
with its expressed intent.  

Section 4 of the Bill addresses eligibility.  One can access 
this law if they are 18 or older.  That places access within our 
Year 13 cohort in the New Zealand education system.  
Ironically, as we address the significant occurrence of 
teenage suicide, we are also providing a means by which 
some may legitimately end their life.  Eighteen is far too 
young to be making such decisions. 

One can access the Bill if they have either a terminal illness 
that is likely to end his or her life within 6 months; or a 
grievous and irremediable medical condition.  Furthermore, 
they must be “in an advanced state of irreversible decline in 
capability” and “experiences unbearable suffering that cannot 
be relieved in a manner that he or she considers tolerable”.   

This first means of access can readily be subject to incorrect 
diagnosis and differing opinion, while the second access 
point is undefined in the legislation.  

It is a grave error to leave “grievous and irremediable 
medical condition” undefined.  Parliament should explicitly 
define such terms rather than leaving it for the attending 
practitioner.  In Canadian legislation, the term is defined and 
the definition requires that the persons death has become 
reasonably foreseeable.  In the NZ Bill it becomes either/or.  

One must also be “in an advanced state of irreversible 
decline in capability”.  Determining this is very subjective.  A 
person who is injured and paralysed for life can claim to be 
“in an advanced state of irreversible decline in capability”.  It 
may well also be imposed on those with dementia who have 
signed away medical consent rights to family members.   

Finally, one must, “experience unbearable suffering that 
cannot be relieved in a manner that he or she considers 
tolerable.”  This clause requires a person to be unwell before 
they can give assent to this clause.  Self-diagnosis when a 
person is unwell and perceives that their suffering (mental 
and/or physical) is unbearable and treatment options 
intolerable (whether tried or untried), is unlikely to lead to 
free and informed decision making.   

Sections 9 - 11 address medical practitioners and a safe 
guard system called SCENZ.  The medical sign-off section 
requires little from medical practitioners aside from a 
demonstration of good faith.  It will soon become known 
which medical practitioners are sympathetic to assisted 
dying.  The SCENZ structure will soon be composed of 
practitioners sympathetic to the aims of the legislation.  
Those with a contra opinion are unlikely to put their name 
forward or to be accepted.  This is already clearly evidenced 
in the practice of the abortion law in New Zealand.  

Section 11 requires very little from the second practitioner 
but for a reading of the medical files, examination of the 
person and determine eligibility i.e. doctors need to interpret 
the legislation because Parliament won’t define it.  

Section 8 of the Bill allows for the exclusion of family/
whānau.  While the attending practitioner needs to 
encourage the person to talk about his or her wish with 
others such as family, friends, and counsellors, they must 
also ensure that the person knows that he or she is not 
obliged to talk to anyone.   

The very people who gave life, or nurture(d) the life, and 
whom we expect to care for their members, can be excluded 
from decision making or even an awareness of a family 
members intentions.  Their first awareness might be the 
receipt of a death certificate.   

I have taught a few 18-year-old students’ who could 
conceivably meet all the criteria of this Bill and receive 
assisted dying.  Some politicians state that such scenarios 
are unlikely to occur.  If that is so, then they need to firm up 
their rhetoric by clearly defining the terminology in the Bill 
and not passing this off to the medical practitioners.  

We have very high expectations around learning at our 
College and our staff and students hold each other to 
account for the learning outcomes in our College, but it’s 
outcomes, not intent, that we use to evaluate our 
performance.  

As educators, we evaluate students learning on the basis of 
what they put before us and not on their desire to produce a 
quality outcome.  As parents, we would not accept a house 
built for us on the basis that the builder had good intent.   
Nor should we accept bad law such as the End of life Choice 
Bill simply because we like its intent.  Our politicians deserve 
a fail grade on this legislation.  

 
Richard Stanton 

PRINCIPAL 

http://www.legislation.govt.nz/bill/member/2017/0269/latest/d56e2.html


OCTOBER 

Mon 29 Year 10 Business Market Day Senior Quad 1.20pm 

Tue 30 Leavers’ Mass SFX Church 1.00pm 

Tue 30 Special Olympics Trigg Stadium 

Wed 31 Senior Prize Giving College Hall 7.00pm 

NOVEMBER 

Thu 1 Year 7 & 8 Anne Frank Exhibition Visit KiwiNorth  

Fri 2 Year 7 & 8 Anne Frank Exhibition Visit KiwiNorth 

Fri 2 Leavers’ Dinner ASB Stadium 6.00pm - 10.00pm 

Fri 2 Junior Exams   

Mon 5 - Wed 7 Junior Exams 

Wed 7 - Fri 30 NCEA Exams   

Sat 10 Youth Mass SFX Church 6.00pm 

Mon 12 - Fri 16 easTTle Exams   

Wed 14 PAID UNION MEETING SCHOOL FINISHES 12.30pm 

Mon 19 - Fri 23 easTTle Exams   

Wed 28 WPSSA Athletic Champs Trigg Stadium TBC 

DECEMBER 

Tue 4 2019 Year 7’s Orientation Day  TBC 

Wed 5 Year 10 Careers Day  TBC 

Thu 6 - Fri 7 Year 9 & 10 Outings   

Tue 11 Junior Prize Giving College Hall 10.00am 

Tue 11 Last Day of TERM 4  -  School finishes 12.00pm (approximately)  

  

 

 

UPCOMING EVENTS: Term 4 
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LEAVING SCHOOL 
THIS YEAR? 

 

 

If you are leaving the College this year, there are a few 
things you need to do before you go: 

 Return all library books and subject textbooks,  
otherwise you will be charged for them 

 Complete a LEAVERS FORM, available from the  
Student Centre (Year 13 students should have     
already received one from your whānau teacher) 

 Return your completed Leaver’s Form to Mrs   
Woolston in the College office BEFORE the end of 
term.   

Thank you! 

TEACHERS PAID      
UNION MEETING 

On Wednesday 14 November, our staff 
who are members of the Post Primary 

Teachers Association have been directed to attend a 
union meeting.     

The meeting will take place in the afternoon.  Normal 
classes will run in the morning. 

In order to accommodate this meeting, regular         
timetabled classes will not be held in the afternoon and, 
with your permission, students will be able to leave the 
College at 12:30pm. 

A notice will be sent out closer to the date with further 
information regarding arrangements for buses. 

Note that this only affects students in Years 7 - 10, as 
our senior students are on exam leave at this time. 

Thank you. 



SPORTS DEPARTMENT NEWS : Term 4, Week 2 

NETBALL PRIZE GIVING 2018 

We had a great prize giving on Monday 24
th
 September at 

school, to celebrate our player and team achievement 
awards for both our College and the Whangarei Netball 
Centre (the WNC awards were listed in our last          
newsletter).   

We also acknowledged those students who have started 
umpiring (Latoya Iamafana). 

Thank you once again to all the amazing coaches,     
managers and parent helpers who supported the players 
throughout the season.  Pictures of winners are on Page 
4. 

Results were:   

Intermediate Team 1  

Player of the Year  Taylor Ruka 

Most Improved  Elizabeth Gould & Georgia      
 Williams 

Intermediate Team 2  

Player of the Year  Alexandra Matson 

Most Improved  Charlotte Butler 

Intermediate Team 3  

Player of the Year  Axelle Sobran 

Most Improved  Rosie Hibbert 

MOST OUTSTANDING INTERMEDIATE PLAYER:     
Tara Orford 

Collegiate Team 1  

Player of the Year  Laura Larkin 

Most Improved  Siobhan Gibson 

Collegiate Team 2  

Player of the Year  Keira Bates 

Most Improved  Aisha Atiq 

Collegiate Team 3  

Player of the Year  Charlotte Gillespie 

Most Improved  Danielle Butterfield 

MOST OUTSTANDING SENIOR PLAYER:                
Sharon Gadolo 

WHANGAREI PRIMARY SCHOOLS ATHLETICS 
CHAMPS 

Following our Pompallier Athletics event held on   
Wednesday this week, we are co-ordinating entries with 
our zone schools.  This means I will be holding a meeting 
with any students who achieved in the top 2 or 3 of their 
track and field events – if they qualify to attend the 
Champs. 

This event will be held on Wednesday 28 November 
(week 7) and I will be looking for any parents willing to 
come along and help as team manager or official  

TENNIS NORTHLAND - JUNIOR INTERCLUB 

8 years – 16 years.  Teams of two. 

6 weeks, from 28
th
 October - 2

nd
 December, Sundays.  

Time:  9:30am – 12:00pm.  

At:  Thomas Neale Tennis Centre. 

Cost:  $40 per team of 2. 

See the Sports Office for entry forms or to be emailed to 
you. 

STUDENT SUCCESS 

Roshan Calustre (Year 10) has been selected for the 
U15 Northern Football team that will be attending the  
National Age Group Tournament this December in      
Wellington. 

The tournament is played between all the football         
federations across New Zealand, and utilised as an     
identification and monitoring opportunity for New Zealand 
Football.   

Congratulations Roshan, and all the best for the          
tournament! 

 

 

 

      Chantelle Yorke 
SPORTS CO-ORDINATOR 

438 3950 Ext 222 

chantelle.yorke@pompallier.school.nz 
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SCHOOL ATTENDANCE DUES  
FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE 

Financial assistance is available to assist families who 
may need financial support with the payment of           
Attendance Dues, for preference students attending  
Catholic schools in Auckland Diocese, both primary and 
secondary. 

Families facing financial difficulties can contact their 
school office, their Parish Priest or the Revenue Manager 
at the Catholic Diocese of Auckland for further             
information.   

Application forms for the Hardship Scheme are available 
from school and parish offices, or can be downloaded 
from the Catholic Diocese of Auckland Website:  

www.aucklandcatholic.org.nz/catholic-schools/  
(go to Catholic Schools in Auckland / Attendance Dues 
and Special Character Contributions). 

mailto:chantelle.yorke@pompallier.school.nz
http://www.aucklandcatholic.org.nz/catholic-schools/
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YEAR 9 & 10 EXAM TIMETABLE 

PLEASE NOTE:- 

 All exams take place during period 1 and 2:  8:55am - 10:55am.   Students are to enter the exam at 8:40am.  

 No talking from the time you enter the room. 

 No ipods, phones etc. allowed in the exams. 

 You may take in a water bottle.  No food, gum etc. allowed. 

 Take in equipment required, plus reading material.  There will be no sharing of equipment allowed. 

 Students are not allowed to leave the exam early. 

FRIDAY 

2 November 

MONDAY 

5 November 

TUESDAY 

 6 November 

WEDNESDAY 

7 November 

 Year 9 English 

 Year 10 Science 

Year 9 Social Studies 

Year 10 Maths 

Year 9 Science 

Year 10 Social Studies 

Year 9 Maths 

Year 10 English 

COLLEGE ACCOUNTS 

As we are beginning the last term of the year, 
we would like to remind families that your 

school account must be paid in full by 31
st

 December.  
Now is a really good time to look over your account to 
ensure this will happen.  If you need any help with this, 
please contact Jane Woolston in the College office.  
Many thanks to those families who have already paid 
their account in full, or have a regular payment in place.   

A friendly reminder from the Auckland Diocese for      
parents and caregivers of students who will be leaving 
Pompallier Catholic College at the end of their Year 
13 study;  Attendance Dues must be paid in full by 1

st
  

December 2018.  Families who have an on-going AP 
are exempt from this date but must commit to continuing 
payments until the account is paid.   

Failure to pay the account or make contact with the    
College Office to arrange alternative methods of         
payment, may result in the overdue account being sent to 
Debtworks NZ Ltd for default listing at credit reporting 
agencies. 

INTERESTED IN A STUDENT         
EXCHANGE IN CHILE? 

Our College has an Exchange Program with Colegio   
Altazor School, in Concon, Chile.  The exchange is      
reciprocal and is for a period of 6 months.  The            
participating student will be required to host the Chilean 
student for 6 months in New Zealand. 

The recommended level of study is Year 10 or 11.  

If you would be interested in attending an exchange next 
year, please see Mrs Chabera for further information.  

         Remember, if you have a student                                             
 success you would like to share,  

    email us at … 

                     newsletter@pompallier.school.nz 

LEAVERS’ MASS 

Tuesday 30 October, 1.00pm 

Our whole school will be attending this Mass, held each 
year at St Francis Xavier Catholic Church. 

Students will be transported to the Church by bus,      
departing from the College at 12:30pm. 

Mass begins at 1:00pm, and at the conclusion (approx. 
2:30pm) students will be free to go home. 

Changes to the bus timetables for the day have been 
emailed to families, and are also included on Page 6 
of this newsletter. 

SENIOR LOCKERS 
Be in quick – limited lockers available!! 

If you wish to reserve a locker for 2019, or keep your   
current locker, you will need to fill in an online order form 
at: www.stowawaylockers.co.nz as soon as possible.   

If you no longer require your locker for 2019, please let 
us know by email:  info@stowawaylockers.co.nz.  You 
will need to return your key at the end of the term,       
sellotaped to a piece of paper with your details on for 
your bond refund.  Ensure the locker is left empty, as any 
remaining items will be disposed of at the end of the 
year.   

Keys will need to be received within one week of Term 4 
ending, and can be posted to: Stowaway Lockers, 220 
Ngunguru Road, RD 3, Whangarei 0173.  Refunds will be 
direct credited to your bank account in January 2019. 

http://www.stowawaylockers.co.nz/
mailto:info@stowawaylockers.co.nz
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Temporary Change of Bus Route  
Tuesday 30

th
 October, 2018  
 

Please note that the following temporary changes will be made to the Pompallier Catholic College 
bus routes on Tuesday 30

th
 October, to enable us to celebrate our Leavers ’ Mass at Saint    

Francis Xavier Church. 
 
 
The following buses will depart from Marist Club car park, to their usual routes at 2:45pm: 

Onerahi 

Whangarei Heads 

Kamo + East 

Waipu 

Dargaville 

Ngunguru - will depart from the Marist Club car park at 2:45pm, and travel as far as             
Tikipunga High School.  It will stop there and resume its route to Ngunguru at 3:30pm.  
 
 
 
Route 1 – Fare paying service 

Route 1 begins its service from Whangarei High 
School’s bus bay at 3:30pm. 

Any student may use this service, fare payable, no pass 
required. 
 
 
 
The following buses will not run early, and will depart from Pompallier Catholic College at their usual 
time of 3:50pm: 

Kara Rd  

Otaika Valley 
 
 
 

 

There will be 2 free buses returning to Pompallier, departing at 2:50pm from the Marist car park, for 
Maunu residents or those who need to return to school. 
 
 
If you require any further information please email: buses@pompallier.school.nz.  Thank you. 
 
 
Barb Clarke 
BUS CONTROLLER 
 

Please Note: Any passengers who transfer to 
and from other bus routes will need to make 
other arrangements for transfer:  e.g. Portland, 
Otaika School, The Nook, Ocean Beach 

Passengers may either make their own 
way to the Whangarei High School’s bus 
bay by 3:30pm, or wait at the bus stop on 
Kamo Rd. 

Passengers may either make their own 
way to the Whangarei High School’s bus 
bay by 3:30pm, or return to Pompallier to 
join their usual service. 

mailto:buses@pompallier.school.nz
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